
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING OF MARCH 13, 2012 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Earl Temchin. Mr. Temchin formally congratulated 
Commissioners Ben Cammuso and Michael Rossi upon their re-appointments to the Commission. On behalf of 
the Commissioners, he congratulated and welcomed Ms. Doris Hanser upon her appointment to the Commission. 
 
Mr. Cammuso led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag.  
 
Members present: Ben Cammuso, Marjorie Chase, Doris Hanser, Len Marcheselle, Lynn Maschi, Sandra 
Micalizzi, Connie Proll, Michael Rossi and Earl Temchin.   
 
The minutes of the February 7, 2012 meeting were presented to the Commission. Earl Temchin asked if there 
were any corrections, additions or comments. Sandra Micalizzi made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; 
seconded by Michael Rossi; all were in favor. 
 
Mr. Temchin requested that the order of the agenda be changed to permit Captain Neil Casserella to present his 
report. All were in agreement. Deputy Fire Marshall Casserella updated the Commission on the status of the fire 
panel and the level of protection currently present in the facility. He noted that the building is lacking in basic fire 
detection equipment. There is no relay system in place to notify the police or fire departments should an incident 
occur when the building is unoccupied. The present equipment is outdated and inadequate. He reviewed three 
quotes that Executive Director Robert Verderame had obtained. The first was in effect a Band-Aid providing 
virtually nothing of value. The second and third were very similar in content, but significantly different in pricing. 
His recommendation was to go with the second quote at the lower price, noting that it would supply everything 
needed. He specifically described the difference between a photo electric system set off when a cross beam is 
interrupted and electronic systems that are set off as carbon particles are detected. He stressed the importance of 
going with a system that has automatic notification to SPD and is “addressable” meaning that it immediately tells 
responders where the problem is within the building. Earl raised the question of monitoring which is not part of 
the quote. Connie asked who monitors the schools. Neil responded that the schools are on a digitizer that we 
might be able to piggy back on, with the required hardware. Bob remarked there would be no cost for monitoring 
with the digitizer. When questioned, Neil stated that based on the specifications, Maximum Security would be his 
professional recommendation. Connie asked if the pricing was reasonable in Neil’s opinion. Neil replied that it is 
very reasonable, and this is a local company that we are familiar with. He also noted that the plans/cut sheet 
(specifications) must be submitted to the SFD for approval. Earl thanked Neil for his time and expertise. A motion 
was made by Michael Rossi to take up this matter right now, out of agenda order; seconded by Lynn; all 
approved. Earl questioned the Commission as to how they would like to proceed, remarking that of the two quotes 
with similar specifications, one would require the bid process while the other is under the guidelines.  Lynn 
expressed that as we are way behind and out of date, we should move forward. We have a professional 
recommendation. Len inquired as to payment. Bob remarked that we have funds available in 
building/grounds/maintenance, and we could arrange a payment agreement – half and half for instance. Sandra 
Micalizzi made a motion that based on expert recommendation and with the request that the Executive Director 
pursue monitoring options, we should proceed with Maximum Security; seconded by Len Marcheselle; all 
approved.  
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Concerning the Newsletter Project, Bob noted that Dave Zoni has not returned multiple telephone calls. For the 
benefit of the newest Commissioner, Earl Temchin recapped the situation as it has evolved. Priority Graphics had 
proposed to print, collate and mail the monthly newsletter at no cost to us, the expense being covered through 
advertising within the newsletter. This would alleviate concerns of financial expense and the burden on the staff 
and volunteers who currently produce 2400 copies each month. Subsequently, Mr. Zoni indicated that in the 
current economic climate, he was unable to obtain sufficient advertising. Several attempts have been made to 
determine the status and intent of Priority Graphics to no avail. Sensing the need to proceed for the benefit of the 
Calendar House, a motion was made by Connie Proll to rescind the agreement with Priority Graphics and explore 
alternative options; seconded by Michael Rossi; all were in favor. Mr. Rossi requested a courteous but pointed 
letter be sent to Mr. Zoni stating that we had no choice but to terminate the agreement and seek an alternative 
vendor.  Sandra Micalizzi mentioned Liturgical Publications. Bob remarked that they have contacted him, and 
would be pleased to submit a proposal. Connie Proll stated that Mark White, Dick Fortunato, James Reynolds and 
herself have been working together to pursue other possibilities. Bob stressed that the priority is to alleviate the 
stress and burden on the seniors who spend several hours each month collating, folding and stapling the 
newsletters in preparation for mailing. By the next meeting, there should be some specific options for discussion. 
 
In the absence of a Commissioner/Treasurer, the Executive Director presented the Treasurer’s Report stating 
that of the FY 2011/2012 revised budget of $483,000., $330,746. (73.5%) has been expended; $24,494. 
encumbered; with $127,759. remaining. A motion was made by Michael Rossi to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 
presented; seconded by Ben Cammuso; all were in favor.   
 
Bob noted that a transfer request has been submitted for funds into Dues and Conferences to cover expenses; and 
an appropriation of 3rd quarter grant funds was submitted. The 2012/13 Budget Request is in the hands of the 
Finance Board; there was very little public input at the recent BOF Public Hearing.  
 
Executive Director Robert Verderame presented the February 2012 Director’s Report, noting that Dial-a-Ride 
provided 1109 one way rides on 19 days, including 476 in town medical rides and 82 out of town medical rides. 
Twenty-eight new members joined in February. The Nutrition Program served 565 meals on 19 days.  
Medicare, Medigap counseling and other social services are of course continuous, requiring time and patience, 
particularly with telephone contact to outside agencies. A number of homebound individuals were visited. 
Preparations are being made for the Rental Relief Program that begins in May. The AARP/TCE Income Tax 
Assistance Program is in full swing with over fifty individuals assisted in February. The 9-1-1 Registry overseen 
by SFD’s Eric D’Arcy, actively provides information and registration opportunities.  
 
Buses are running well with routine maintenance done on all three; work was done on the 2002 bus; and 
windshield wipers replaced on the 2006 and 2009. AT&T was in to repair a short in the telephone line, the result 
of lines ripped out during Storm Alfred. The duplicator is out of service indefinitely despite several service calls. 
This creates a major challenge in reproducing the monthly newsletter. The Senior Center Secretary has lined up 
several alternatives. We continue to be amazed and greatly appreciative of the enthusiasm and hard work of 
several individuals giving time and talent to our “refreshing-revitalizing-making-the-spaces-more-inviting-more-
functional-and-comfortable” project. The support of the Membership Association is making a big difference, and 
the improvements are being noticed and appreciated! Thanks to all! Together we can and will get it done! 
  
 The Program Coordinator’s Report highlighted: “De-stress Express”, health and wellness presentation by the 
Orchards of Southington; A Valentine Dinner with entertainer Tom Callinan presenting “Is it Love or 
Tachycardia?”, attended by approx 100 folks; a piano concert by nationally known concert pianist Linda Wentz; 
and a Broadway trip to enjoy “Mary Poppins”. CCSU BSW intern Melissa Morosko and Program Coordinator 
Sharyn Murphy participated in an Emergency Preparedness Program held at the Plainville Library.  
 
A motion to accept the Director and Program Coordinator’s Reports as presented was made by Ben Cammuso; 
seconded by Michael Rossi; all were in favor. 
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Under Correspondence: Minutes from the February 1st Department Heads Meeting were available. Earl noted 
all of the Department Heads give a brief report on their respective departments. Bob’s report highlighted the 
classes offered, the number of rides provided, assistance programs, etc. He noted that the VNA would no longer 
provide blood pressure screenings, but that the Hospital of Central CT was stepping in to provide that service. He 
also mentioned the efforts underway to spruce up the center.  The Town Manager expressed his gratitude for the 
computer training that Calendar House has been providing. Mark Sciota will be addressing the contractual 
agreements for Trash Removal and HVAC service on a town wide basis. The Town Manager issued a directive 
that all town employees wear helmets when operating motorcycles, bicycles on town time. Letters were received 
from several Calendar House members including:  Emma Femia, grateful for the kindness bestowed on her late 
brother John Schuster during his illness and the many, many rides to the doctors, hospital and other places that he 
went, with special thanks to Vinny, Ed and Paula for their patience and understanding; Jackie Nowicky remarked 
on the wonderful time she had at the Valentine Day event, thanking all involved in making it happen; and Camille 
Chenard offered sincere thanks to the kind ladies who prepared her 2011 Income Tax whose patience and warm 
smiles made an unpleasant task seem like a warm breeze. 
 
Under Old Business:  Bob will be attending the 2012 ASA/NCOA Annual Conference, and will be out of the 
building Wednesday – Friday, March 28-30. Supervisor Evaluation will be discussed at Executive Session.  
 
Under Transportation Committee:  As the result of meetings with the Town Manager, by his direct order the 
Calendar House buses will be parked at the Calendar House; full time drivers will be on the road, with 
accountability to the Executive Director; and the responsibility of bus scheduling will be assigned to the part time 
clerk typist. A day trip has been scheduled to the West Farms Mall for shopping and the response has been 
positive. However, Bob noted that it may have to be postponed or cancelled due to unavailable drivers. There was 
discussion on charging a fee for these types of trips to cover the cost of the bus rental in the event our buses are 
not utilized, but no determination was made. Mr. Verderame reported on an incident that occurred on February 
22nd when a dialysis patient scheduled for transportation did not come out of his house; the driver knocked on the 
door and heard someone yelling for help; he notified the Calendar House office; 911 and the man’s son was 
called; the gentleman was taken to the hospital. This incident was handled appropriately, averting a potential 
situation, and demonstrates the diligence and consideration of the staff. Sandra Micalizzi asked that a note be 
placed into the driver’s personnel file.    
 
Under New Business:  The election of Commission officers will be held at the April meeting.   
 
Public Communication:  Walter Kizilski expressed concern that the alarm system was not linked to the SFD and 
noted that an expandable system as described by Captain Casserella was the way to go. Mark White echoed a 
recommendation for the fire panel upgrade. Neil noted that when the facility was built it met the then existing fire 
code; subsequently routine inspections have been conducted. Mark White remarked that it has been over a year 
since meeting with a vendor to produce the newsletter and momentum is needed. Research is being done and steps 
are being taken to determine what can be done locally. Earl noted that we need to consider other options as 
quickly as possible, but has reservations regarding an ad based bulletin. Connie Proll stated that a meeting has 
been set for Monday to discuss some possibilities. Lynn Maschi stressed that it is easy to compare to other towns, 
but we must keep in mind our priority of service is transportation.   
 
A motion to adjourn to Executive Session was made by Ben Cammuso, seconded by Sandra Micalizzi; all were in 
favor. The Commission adjourned to Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. At the conclusion of Executive Session, a 
motion to return to regular session was made by Sandra Micalizzi; seconded by Len Marcheselle; all were in 
favor. The regular session resumed at 8:45 p.m. A motion was made by Ben Cammusso to post the Part Time 
Clerk Typist position following prescribed union guidelines, seconded by Lynn Maschi; all were in favor. Motion 
to adjourn was made by Ben Cammuso, seconded by Michael Rossi; all were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 
8:55 pm.   The next Senior Citizens Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 10thT  at 6:30 p.m.        
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cynthia Gilbert, Senior Center Secretary   
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